
Docket Item # 2 

BAR CASE #2011-0327 

 

BAR Meeting 

        December 7, 2011 

 

ISSUE:  Roof Replacement 

 

APPLICANT: American Society of Consultant Pharmacists (Ronald Coleman Jr, Agent) 

 

LOCATION:  1321 Duke Street 

 

ZONE:  CD / Commercial 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   Staff recommends approval of the Certificate of 

Appropriateness application, as submitted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
**EXPIRATION OF APPROVALS NOTE: In accordance with Sections 10-106(B) and 10-206(B) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, any official Board of Architectural Review approval will expire 12 months from the date of final approval if 

the work is not commenced and diligently and substantially pursued by the end of that 12-month period. 

 

**BUILDING PERMIT NOTE: Most projects approved by the Board of Architectural Review require the issuance of 

one or more construction permits by Building and Fire Code Administration (including siding or roofing over 100 square 

feet, windows and signs).  The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits after receiving 

Board of Architectural Review approval.  Contact Code Administration, Room 4200, City Hall, 703-746-4200 for further 

information. 
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I.  ISSUE 

The applicant is requesting approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness for the replacement of the 

existing slate roof at 1321 Duke Street with EcoStar Majestic Slate in Federal Gray Blend, an 

artificial slate product manufactured from post-industrial recycled rubber and plastic.  

 

II.  HISTORY 

The existing 3-1/2 story brick professional office building was constructed in 1985 (the BAR 

approved BAR Case #85-39 March 3, 1985).  The first and second floor steel sash windows are 

detailed with flat rowlock lintels, while the third floor windows contain arched sashes supported by 

segmental arches.  The existing mansard roof is sheathed in slate, ornamented with pedimented 

dormers and a flat roof protected by a rubber membrane.   

 

Previous BAR Approvals 

BAR Case #86-191 11/5/86   Awning Installation 

BAR Case # 87-94  6/10/87   Signage 

 

III.  ANALYSIS 

The proposed alterations are in compliance with Zoning Ordinance requirements.   

 

The Design Guidelines state for 20
th

 century buildings that “in addition to asphalt composition 

shingles other types of roofing materials were utilized including…rubber membrane...and imitation 

slate” and that “new and replacement roofs should be made of material appropriate to the period of 

significance of the structure.”  Additionally, the Roof Materials Policy adopted by the Board in 

October 2010 outlines “proposed replacement roofing not in compliance with the Board’s adopted 

policies…requires review and approval by the BAR” and that “the BAR will evaluate such cases as 

to the appropriateness of the roofing product on that particular building using the criteria in the 

Design Guidelines.” 

 

As stated above, this building was constructed in 1985 and is a contemporary building within the 

historic district.   Research for the Roof Materials Policy adopted October 2010, provided dates when 

various roofing products began to be commercially available.  This research identified that synthetic 

slate was commercially available in the mid-1980s.  While replacement in-kind of original roofing 

materials is always the preferred option, even on a contemporary building, the Design Guidelines do 

allow for the installation of new roofing materials which are “appropriate to the period of 

significance”.   Contemporary structures contribute to the overall streetscape within the historic 

district and inappropriate materials and finishes can have a negative impact on a historic district’s 

integrity.  Therefore, it is essential that these new replacement materials are compatible with the 

existing architectural style of the building and retain the original roof material’s design, color, and 

texture.   

 

Since this building was built in 1985 and is considered a recent building within the district, Staff 

reviews exterior finish material replacement only with respect to compatibility with nearby buildings 

of historic merit and does not suggest that they should be constructed with early building materials.  

This style of rubberized synthetic slate has been approved by the BAR numerous times in the past on 

new construction within the district.  Following the guidelines set forth in the Roof Materials Policy, 

Staff finds the proposed synthetic  
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slate roof compatible and stylistically similar in design, texture and color with a traditional slate roof 

and utilizes a similar installation method.  The proposed color of the synthetic slate (Federal Gray 

Blend) will match the original slate as closely as possible.  The proposed synthetic slate will not 

“replicate” a traditional slate roof, however, in Staff’s opinion it will be an appropriate slate 

replacement option for this mid-1980s building - the period when synthetic roofing generally became 

commercially available.   

 

Staff finds the proposed EcoStar Majestic synthetic slate roof to be an appropriate slate roof 

replacement material and consistent with the Design Guidelines and the Board’s Roof Materials 

Policy and recommends that the Board approve the application, as submitted. 

 

 

STAFF 

Michele Oaks, Historic Preservation Planner, Planning & Zoning 

Al Cox, FAIA, Historic Preservation Manager, Planning & Zoning 

 

 

IV. CITY DEPARTMENT COMMENTS  

 

Legend: C - code requirement R - recommendation S - suggestion F- finding 

 

Code Administration:  

F-1  The review by Code Administration is a preliminary review only.  Once the applicant has 

filed for a building permit, code requirements will be based upon the building permit 

plans.   If there are any questions, the applicant may contact Ken Granata, Plan Review 

Supervisor at ken.granata@alexandriava.gov or 703-746-4190. (Code) 

 

C-1 Alterations to the existing structure and/or installation of equipment requires 

construction/alteration permits. Five sets of architectural quality documents shall accompany 

the permit applications that fully detail the construction/alteration.  

 

C-2 Upon submission for a building permit, provide square footage of roof to be replaced and 

specifications of materials to be used on the roof. 

 

 

 

mailto:ken.granata@alexandriava.gov
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V.  IMAGES 

 

 
 

 

                 
 

Figure 1:  Existing Conditions – Slate Roof 
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Figure 2:  Proposed Artificial Slate product 
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Figure 3:  Proposed Color - Artificial Slate Product 


